Efficacy and safety of intravenous amiodarone in acute refractory arrhythmias.
Few data are available on intravenous amiodarone therapy in refractory arrhythmias. This retrospective study in 50 patients (14 with supraventricular and 36 with ventricular tachyarrhythmias) revealed a favorable effect of intravenous amiodarone in the treatment of life-threatening arrhythmias with an overall success rate of 76%. In the subgroup of patients with ventricular fibrillation and concomitant severe congestive heart failure success rate was low (25%, 2/8), whereas effectiveness in patients with ventricular tachycardias was high (greater than 90%) and proved to be independent of left ventricular function. If patients with recurrent ventricular fibrillation were excluded from the analysis, successful treatment with intravenous amiodarone was achieved in 90%, even in those patients with severely compromised myocardium.